" THE STRAITS TIMES WEDNESDAY, MAY 28 2008

-PHOTOS:._NUS

VIRTUAL CAMPUS: NUS has 3,700 students attendmg lessons in Second Life, The university set Up shop in Second Life as an: expenment
on using the virtual world asa platform for teachmg as well as to |dent|fy socla! mteractlon patterns among students ina wrtua! world
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Over at Ngee Ann Polytech-
nic, a new iMedia Centre was
set up in- 2006 to help its lectur-
ers incorporate technology into:
their lessons to make-them con- -
nect more w1th the tech-savvy .
young. - '
The centre’s 20 staff have
juiced up the lecturers’ basic
PowerPoint software to include
Flash clips and vxrtuaistaborat

lmks of Webs1tes th_ey should
] f:the: button i : _
discussion w1th students (from !eft)-R hei Chla
. handmg

-Adobe,-said. th‘a"t the need to
keep up: with' technology and
- see what others are doing to
'equlp their
“tyre s "cutical” if students are
to'be plepaled for the global
-economy. -
-7 He added: “It’s a mistake to
" see ‘technology as a. separate
course. Students-of today don’t
“see it as. sepauate ftom el

= "to identify socml intera tion pat-

. ! g . te £ students na virtu-
classes; Dr Netzley makes it a '

.point to call upon them to an- g

“It would be great if we

\ Sswerquestions. - gould collaborate with other
experts durmg the legsons.. . . Meanwhile, the National ~ leading universities which are - 11""3‘5
Besides changing the way | he University of Singapore (NUS) : also tapping this common on- ‘It has already been. embed—

: ntly estabhsheda pres-- line ‘resource in the vntual N 'ded into’ their cvexyday lives
- ence inthe vi tual community -she's " and educators: need to leahse-
of Second Life, with 3,700 stu-- ef- the "that and. embmce 1t LIRS

. “dents 1eglsteted and attendmg"" vice- p;cs1dent for worldmde 8 o
a 1ange of tessons mcludmg; educatton at softwaie company - :]aneng@sph GO, sg

_spaces' 'nlme used to: submu




